H6892

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

Speier Titus Wasserman
Stansbury Tlaib Schultz
Stanton Tonko Watson Coleman
Stauber Torres (CA) Webster (FL)
Steel Trahan Wenstrup
Stefanik Trone Westerman
Steil Turner Wexton
Stevens Underwood wild
Stewart Unton Williams (GA)
Strickland Valadao X
Suozzi Vargas W}lson (FL)
Swalwell Veasey W%lson (80)
Takano Vela Wittman
Thompson (CA) Velazquez Womack
Thompson (MS)  Walberg Young
Thompson (PA)  Walorski Zeldin
Timmons Waltz
NAYS—57
Arrington Ellzey Kustoff
Babin Estes Mann
Banks Fallon Massie
Biggs Feenstra Miller (IL)
Bishop (NC) Fitzgerald Norman
Boebert Fleischmann Perry
Bost Gaetz Rose
Brooks Good (VA) Rosendale
Buck Gooden (TX) Roy
Burchett Gosar Sessions
Bush Granger Steube
Cammack Green (TN) Taylor
Carter (TX) Greene (GA) Tenney
Cline Harris Tiffany
Cloud Harshbarger Torres (NY)
Clyde Hice (GA) Van Drew
Comer Higgins (LA) Van Duyne
Davidson Jackson Weber (TX)
Diaz-Balart Jordan Williams (TX)
NOT VOTING—12
Brady Hern Wagner
Burgess Kahele Waters
DesdJarlais Kinzinger Welch
Grothman Mast Yarmuth
O 1805

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the

bill, as amended, was passed.

The result of the vote was announced

as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on

the table.

Stated against:

Mr. GROTHMAN. Mr. Speaker, had | been
present, | would have voted “nay” on rollcall

No. 401.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. KAHELE. Mr. Speaker, on Thursday,
December 2, | was not present for Roll Call
votes 397 and 401. Had | been present, |
would have voted:

Yea on the Table Motion to Reconsider on
providing for consideration of H.R. 6119, mak-
ing further continuing appropriations for the fis-
cal year ending September 30, 2022, and for
other purposes; and Yea on H.R. 2390 the
Safeguarding Tribal Objects of Patrimony Act

of 2021, as amended.
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MOMENT OF SILENCE IN HONOR
OF THE VICTIMS OF THE OX-
FORD HIGH SCHOOL TRAGEDY

(Ms. SLOTKIN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. SLOTKIN. Mr. Speaker, this has
been one of the darkest and most pain-
ful weeks our State of Michigan has
had in recent memory. We stand here,
the Michigan delegation of Democrats
and Republicans, along with honorary
Michiganians, to ask Congress to rec-
ognize that pain and to ask Members
here to see their own children in the
pictures of those who were lost in yet
another school shooting.

In less than 5 minutes, the small
town of Oxford, Michigan, was changed
forever when a gunman opened fire on
his fellow high school students.

In that momentary flash, four inno-
cent teenagers, students with their en-
tire lives ahead of them, were taken
from us in yet another senseless act of
violence.

Hana St. Juliana was an exuberant
freshman and a volleyball and basket-
ball player. She babysat for a friend of
mine and brought joy to everyone who
knew her. She made her high school
debut on the basketball team on Mon-
day night. Hana was 14 years old.

Madisyn Baldwin was going to grad-
uate this year, and she had already
been accepted to several colleges, some
with a full scholarship. She had a
younger half-brother and two sisters,
and her friends describe her as an art-
ist who loved to draw, read, and write.
Madisyn was 17.

Tate Myre was a tight end and run-
ning back on the varsity football team
and an honor student. There is already
a petition circulating to rename Ox-
ford’s football stadium in his honor. He
was 16 years old.

Justin Shilling was a senior getting
ready for life after high school. He was
the co-captain of the school’s bowling
team, and he worked part-time at
Anita’s Kitchen, a restaurant in nearby
Lake Orion. Justin was 17.

Seven others were wounded, and
make no mistake, every single student,
parent, friend, family member, and
community member in the greater area
now has wounds that you can’t see, the
wounds that affect the head and the
heart.

Last night, I attended a service at a
church where many Oxford families at-
tend. The pastor spoke for many when
he asked: ‘“Where do we go with our
fears? We feel powerless to prevent this
kind of tragedy. We mourn the
brokenness of a culture where children
kill children.”

Today I ask my colleagues from
across the country to join me in a mo-
ment of silence to honor the lives of
Hana, Madisyn, Tate, and Justin.

I ask you for this moment to put
yourself in the shoes of the families in
places like Columbine, Sandy Hook,
Parkland, Santa Fe, Noblesville, and
now Oxford, Michigan.
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And I ask you to refuse to be power-
less in the powerful body that is the
U.S. Congress.

Mr. Speaker, I ask that the House ob-
serve a moment of silence in honor of
the victims of the Oxford High School
tragedy.

————
LEGISLATIVE PROGRAM

(Mr. SCALISE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SCALISE. Madam Speaker, I rise
for the purpose of inquiring of the ma-
jority leader the schedule for next
week. I yield to my friend, the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. HOYER), to
talk about the schedule for next week.

O 1815

Mr. HOYER. Madam Speaker, I
thank the gentleman for yielding.

Madam Speaker, pending Senate pas-
sage of the CR tonight without amend-
ment, the House will not be in session
tomorrow—I want to reiterate, pending
passage of the CR tonight. If the CR is
not passed, we will be in session tomor-
row at 9.

If the Senate fails to act, as I just
said, we will meet at 9 a.m. for legisla-
tive business and expect to vote on
some of the postponed suspensions.
Members are encouraged to keep their
schedules flexible as we work to fully
fund government and prevent a shut-
down at 12 midnight tomorrow night.

Next week, on Monday, pending Sen-
ate action on full government funding
and H.R. 6119, the Further Extending
Government Act, being signed into law,
the House is no longer expected to
meet. This is a change from our pre-
viously announced schedule. We will
not be in session Monday, assuming we
have funded the government.

On Tuesday, the House will meet at
12 p.m. for morning hour and 2 p.m. for
legislative business.

On Wednesday and Thursday, the
House will meet at 10 a.m. for morning
hour and 12 p.m. for legislative busi-
ness.

On Friday, the House will meet at 9
a.m. for legislative business, as was
previously scheduled.

The House will consider several bills
under suspension of the rules. The com-
plete list of suspension bills will be an-
nounced by the close of business to-
morrow.

Additionally, the House will pass
H.R. 4350, the National Defense Author-
ization Act, again, a second time, to
provide our troops with the pay they
deserve and our military with the tools
it needs to carry out its missions safely
and effectively, keep America safe, and
keep the peace.

Again, I will reiterate that is the sec-
ond time we will pass this version. As
I understand it, it will be the con-
ference-agreed version of the defense
bill. This has been a discussion between
the House and the Senate.

The House will also consider H.R.
8363, the Protecting Our Democracy
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Act, to reassert Congress’ role as a co-
equal branch of government by ad-
dressing the wvulnerabilities exploited
by the former President and his
enablers to weaken our democracy, un-
dermine the rule of law, and subvert
the systems of checks and balances en-
shrined by the Framers in our Con-
stitution.

The House may also consider legisla-
tion to address the debt limit and pre-
vent a manufactured economic catas-
trophe that would derail our recovery
from the pandemic and cause needless
suffering to millions of American fami-
lies.

I would reiterate that while we don’t
know the exact date at which America
will be unable to pay its bills, we will
address this next week, hopefully, in a
bipartisan fashion.

Moreover, the House will be ready to
act on H.R. 5376, the Build Back Better
Act, should the Senate amend it and
send it back to the House.

Lastly, of course, additional legisla-
tive items are possible.

Mr. SCALISE. Madam Speaker, I
thank the gentleman for that update.
As it relates to tomorrow’s schedule, as
the gentleman from Maryland said, it
could be fluid, depending on how the
CR is processed in the Senate. If the
CR does not pass the Senate tonight,
are there bills that are specifically des-
ignated to come up tomorrow, or is
that a to-be-determined issue?

Mr. HOYER. We have a list of suspen-
sion bills, which has been announced
and has been on our calendar for con-
sideration. Those would be the pieces
of legislation with which we would
deal, pending action by the Senate.

Mr. SCALISE. Madam Speaker, I
thank the gentleman for that update.

As it relates to the debt ceiling, we
had a discussion a few weeks ago relat-
ing to the debt ceiling. Would there be
a bipartisan negotiation? We haven’t
had that so far. Is there anticipation
that there would be a plan to try to en-
gage both sides in a negotiation on the
debt ceiling, or is this something that
we are just going to have to wait to see
next week?

Mr. HOYER. Well, I think we will
probably have to wait to see exactly
what is going to happen. As the gen-
tleman knows, we have passed a debt
limit twice through this House. There
has been a problem in the Senate, and
I would expect Senator SCHUMER and
Senator MCCONNELL will be discussing
that in the next few days.

Senator MCCONNELL has made it very
clear that he thinks that failing to pro-
tect the full faith and credit of the
United States of America would have
dire adverse consequences, so he has
made it very clear he thinks we ought
not to do that. Senator SCHUMER has
done the same.

Essentially, my answer to the gen-
tleman is, we have passed it twice in
one form or another, so we can pass it
and will pass it once the Senate agrees
on a version. The two leaders are dis-
cussing that, I am sure. Now, I haven’t
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talked to either one of them, but that
is my premise.

Mr. SCALISE. Well, then we will see
what develops from that discussion.

As it relates to the National Defense
Authorization Act, and as the gen-
tleman pointed out, we are aware there
are bipartisan negotiations between
both the House and Senate, Repub-
licans and Democrats.

I share the hope and expectation that
they can come to an agreement. There
are a few final details that both sides
are trying to work out. I think they
have already agreed, which we both
share, that our troops deserve a pay
raise, need a pay raise, and that num-
ber has been agreed to.

Hopefully, that is part of this, as well
as the proper funding levels for our Na-
tion’s defense as we see threats emerg-
ing throughout the world. We also
know the detriment of not having prop-
er defense funding because they can’t
enter into the contracts that are nec-
essary.

Both of those conversations seem to
be, from what we are hearing, going
well. Hopefully, that is a bill that can
come to the floor next week, and we
can all come together to help pass
that.

Madam Speaker, I yield to the gen-
tleman for any comments.

Mr. HOYER. Madam Speaker, 1
thank the gentleman, and I agree with
his comments. It is my understanding,
although I haven’t talked personally,
but it is my understanding that intro-
ducing the conference-agreed bill in
the House, and passing it through the
House will, under Senate procedures,
facilitate them resolving this issue,
hopefully, in a positive way next week.

Mr. SCALISE. Madam Speaker, there
are two specific pieces of legislation I
would like to ask the gentleman to
look at.

One is, by the end of the year, as you
know, there are some potential cuts
coming to entities like Medicare if
Congress doesn’t take action. There is
a bipartisan bill that members of the
Doctors Caucus and other members of
the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce and other committees of juris-
diction have worked on. It is H.R. 6020.
That would stave off those cuts to our
healthcare providers.

It would need to be passed by the end
of the year—otherwise, those cuts
would automatically kick in—if the
gentleman could take a look at that
bill and see if that is something we
could do in a bipartisan way before we
leave for the year.

Another would be, you and I have had
this conversation successfully on other
legislation dealing with ALS. The
Steve Gleason Act was one of those;
there are others. I have spoken to
Steve Gleason recently. There is a
piece of legislation that we were able
to work on that got out of the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce
unanimously. It is H.R. 3537, the Accel-
erating Access to Critical Therapies for
ALS Act.
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I would just ask if the gentleman
could look at that bill. It came out
unanimously, bipartisan, from the
Committee on Energy and Commerce,
and it is something that, obviously,
would help a lot of people who could
use that help.

Madam Speaker, I yield to the gen-
tleman.

Mr. HOYER. Madam Speaker, I agree
with the gentleman. We have talked to
the sponsor, and we have talked to oth-
ers. I expect this bill to be on the floor
next week.

Mr. SCALISE. Well, that would be
great news to so many people across
the country.

Mr. HOYER. If the gentleman would
yield?

Mr. SCALISE. I yield to the gen-
tleman.

Mr. HOYER. With respect to the
issues that I think we have broad
agreement on, the cliffs that were cre-
ated on Medicare and sequester are not
good policy, and we ought to act on
those. We are very seized of that issue,
and hopefully, we can resolve some-
thing next week.

The gentleman mentions doing it in a
bipartisan fashion. The good news is,
and I know the gentleman will agree,
that earlier this year, we delayed to
January 1 of this coming year these
items, particularly the 2 percent se-
quester by a vote of 90-2 in the Senate,
meaning only two people voted against
it, and in the House, 384. We were unan-
imous on our side, but you had the
overwhelming majority on your side as
well. So by 384-38, we extended that.

I am hopeful that we will do that
again in a bipartisan way because not
to do so, I think, would be very harm-
ful to the medical community, to the
country, and, obviously, to patients
that are served by the medical commu-
nity.

I am hopeful that we can resolve that
as early as next week.

Mr. SCALISE. Madam Speaker, I
share that sentiment the gentleman
had, and hopefully, we can achieve
those bipartisan victories.

As you mentioned, H.R. 3537 would be
a tremendous victory for people who
struggle with ALS to continue to seek
out new therapies and be able to live
their lives in the best way possible. I
appreciate the gentleman’s past efforts
as well as the offer to bring that bill to
the floor next week.

Madam Speaker, if the gentleman
doesn’t have anything else, I thank the
gentleman, and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

——

OXFORD HIGH SCHOOL SHOOTING

(Mr. LEVIN of Michigan asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. LEVIN of Michigan. Madam
Speaker, I rise today with a heavy
heart to honor the four students mur-
dered and the teacher and six students
injured in the Oxford High School
shooting in my home county.
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